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Technology Survey Feedback

AT the beginning of this school year, 
Gigi and Amy asked principals to 
forward a survey about technology 
to teachers in all K-8 buildings.

As of the time of writing, 45 staff 

members from Minot, Mechanic 
Falls, and Poland have completed 
the survey.  (If you have not yet 

completed the survey, please do so 
as soon as possible--it will help Gigi 
Lee and Amy Tucker know where 

they can be most helpful!)
In the survey, teachers were 

asked how they preferred to learn 

about using technology, their level of 

familiarity with ISTE technology 
standards and certain software and 
applications, what resources make 

up their personal learning networks, 
helpful resources, barriers to using 
technology, and examples of 

teaching. 
Many teachers reported using 

technology in their classes.  The 
activities described included using 

the web for research, playing videos 
from United Streaming and YouTube, 
photo editing, recording voice, mind-

mapping with Kidspiration, word 

processing, vir tual f ield tr ips, 
presentations, sharing resources with 
students, and more!
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Technology Integration

ItÕs about making your 
job easier!

1. Teach your content!
Technology integration doesnÕt mean 
you have to add MORE to your 
already heavy content load.  Just use 
the technology to help you teach what 
you already teach!

2.  Start easy.
There are some great, EASY 
applications that can help you to share 
your content with students or introduce 
new related content.

3.  Get organized.
Maybe youÕve found some websites 
that are great, but how can you keep 
them organized?  Try social 
bookmarking.  
Http://www.delicious.com  allows you 
to save, tag, share, and search 
bookmarks on the web!

4.  Network
You arenÕt the only one teaching what 
you are teaching, so why do all the 
work?  Network with others who do 
the same thing within the district or 
around the world using Ning, Twitter, 
Blogs, and more!

5.  ASK FOR HELP!
Amy Tucker and Gigi Lee are here to 
help with all of these things and more.  
Please donÕt hesitate to ask for support 
as you make your job easier!  (Really!)

Technology Survey Information

Some of the barriers to using technology 
that were mentioned most often in the survey 
include preparation time, lack of knowledge 
about how to use it, web filtering, limited 
access to computers, compatibility issues, 
internet access, and concerns about social 
networking sites.  
Gigi and Amy are available this year to help 

with many of these issues.  They can help teachers find appropriate resources, 
help with preparation of lessons using technology, team-teach in your 
classroom, help you set up an online class, and more.  

WeÕll share more information from the survey, as well as the resources 
teachers provided, in future editions of this newsletter!

Personal Learning Network (PLN) and Moodle - Amy Tucker

Everyone has one.  ItÕs not necessarily always defined well, and most of the time, 
we donÕt really think about it, but we all have people we learn from and people who 
learn from us.  My personal learning network consists of people from the various 
schools where IÕve worked, university professors and instructors whoÕve taught classes 
IÕve taken, presenters at workshops IÕve attended, and classmates and fellow 
workshop attendees.  Some of my students are part of my PLN.  

For a few years now, IÕve been slowly adding more members to my network, from 
Maine and around the world.  IÕve added people who teach in classrooms to those 
who speak at national (international, even!) conferences.  IÕve added authors and 
researchers I never would have been able to meet.

It started when I found some great podcasts on iTunes.  They are free, and there 
are podcasts on any topic imaginable.  I downloaded a few, including David 
WarlickÕs Connect Learning, and I began to learn things that other people I interacted 
with regularly didnÕt know and couldnÕt teach me.  At a conference, I added twitter, 
and though it has taken a while to really ÒgetÓ it, I now ÒfollowÓ folks who are doing 
similar things as I am, and IÕm learning a TON of new things all the time.  Some of 
these people also follow me, and itÕs okay!  Someone might find a great new resource 
about alternative book reports and share with everyone.  I might then forward that to 
my twitter PLN, and all of the people who follow me learn about it.  For the casual 
user, twitter can seem pointless; who wants an update every 30 seconds about what 
you are doing RIGHT NOW?  But for networking, itÕs been invaluable.

Educational bloggers are also a part of my PLN.  They reflect on education, 
whether their own classroom or national policy or just whatever.  They promote 
discussion and further reflection, and itÕs great to have a chance to read about what 
people are thinking about.  

If you would like suggestions about podcasts, blogs, and tweeters, just ask!  I have 
a great network of people, and if I canÕt find what you are looking for, my PLN will 
help!

MOODLE
I have created a moodle site for RSU 16.  IÕve started putting resources on it, and 

it will always be a work in progress.  For those who are unfamiliar with moodle, itÕs an 
online course management system.  IÕm not going to assign homework, but it is a 
place to find resources, to ask or answer questions, and to share what you are doing 
throughout the district.  

You can find it at http://moodle.umeedu.maine.edu .  Your login information 
should be your first initial and last name.  NO CAPS, NO PUNCTUATION.  You 
should be enrolled in the RSU16 PLC course, and there, you will find resources for all 
subjects, information about great tools, forums where you can discuss what you are 
doing and ask questions, and much more.  Feedback is welcome!

If  you are having trouble logging in to moodle, contact me at 
adtucker@rsu16.org .

Please share!
We would love to have teachers share 
information about how they are using 
technology in their classes.  We know 
youÕre out there.  Tell us what you are 
doing, share examples, and help other 
teachers to get ideas to integrate 
technology in their classes!

http://www.flickr.com/photos/stephenkwilli/

3258065448/

Does anyone know what this 
is?  photo by Amy Tucker



VoiceThread 

How can VoiceThread 
be used in different 
content areas?

1.  English/Language Arts
Students could create VoiceThreads for 
book reports, or they could write and 
illustrate their own stories.

2.  Social Studies
Using VoiceThread, students can 
analyze and discuss photographs, 
maps, and primary sources.

3.  Art
Students can share their own artwork 
and critique othersÕ works.  They can 
analyze famous paintings or learn 
about perspective and other 
conventions.

4.  Languages
Students can describe pictures and 
practice speaking a foreign language.

5.  Mathematics
Students can describe how to solve 
problems or share conjectures about 
open-ended problems.

6.  Science
Students can photograph and describe 
science labs.

7.  Special Education
VoiceThread is flexible and allows 
students to speak or type.

Many, many more!
See moodle for more ideas, and add 
your own!

Opportunity !
IÕm taking a course this fall called 
Applying Technology to Assessment in 
Education.  I will have to do some type 
of project or research for the class.  If 
there is someone who is interested in 
some aspect of assessment using 
technology, let me know!  Could 
involve computers grading, video 
assessment, handheld (Palm) project, 
or something else! 
" adtucker@rsu16.org  

VOICETHREAD
One of my favorite technology 

tools to use wi th students is 
VoiceThread.  I learned about it a 
few years ago when it was pretty 

new from a Connect Learning 
podcast.  When I looked it up, I 
found an easy-to-use free tool, but 

the example VoiceThread was what 
made me sign up.  

VoiceThread is an application 
that you can f ind at h t tp : / /

www.voicethread.com .  ItÕs quite 
simple, but very versatile.  You can 
upload pictures or video and record 

or type comments.  But that doesnÕt 
sound nearly as cool as VoiceThread 
actually is. The sample project 

includes several pictures, with 
c o m m e n t s f r o m t h e c re a t o r , 
demonstrating various features.  You 
can add a picture that can be 

zoomed in or ÒwrittenÓ on.  You can 
set the writing to be permanent or to 
face after a few seconds.  ItÕs a 

great feature if you are describing 
aspects of the picture, as you can 
indicate what you are talking about. 

Once the VoiceThread is saved, 

others can also comment on pictures 
and videos, which al lows for 
collaboration, and keeps a record of 

the discussion.  Those who are 
nervous about speaking aloud can 
comment by typing their remarks.

VoiceThreads can then be 
played like a slideshow, with all 
comments played in order, or 
individual pictures and comments 

can be selected.  
Vo i ceTh read a l so has an 

educational version, which is also 

free, but which allows for more 
options that make it easier to use in 
the classroom.  You can have 

multiple identities on one account, so 
students can all use the same login 
information; each student can select 
an icon to represent him- or herself.  

I encourage you to go to http://
www.voicethread.com  and check out 
WhatÕs a VoiceThread, Anyway?  

" If you want to use VoiceThread 
and youÕd like help getting set up or 
thinking of ideas, contact Amy at 

adtucker@rsu16.org . 

Amy Tucker

Stuff you never cared 
to know about Amy...

1.  I donÕt eat blue m&mÕs.
Nope. I was really disappointed when 
they added a color.  My family and 
students think itÕs great to give me lots 
of blue m&mÕs, but I donÕt eat them.  I 
DO make an exception for the dark 
chocolate or peanut butter ones on 
occasion, since they werenÕt original, 
either.  

2.  I collect books.
Sometimes multiple copies of the same 
book, if I really like it.  And though IÕm 
trying to change, I DO judge books by 
their covers.

3.  I dance.
IÕm part of the performance dance 
group, Imari and the Sahara Desert 
Dancers.  I also tap dance.

4.  IÕm pretty dorky.
On a warm, Florida vacation by the 
pool, while others were relaxing, I was 
reading Essentials of Russian 
Grammar.  For fun.

5.  Tucker with a T
Within a couple of months of getting 
married and taking the name Tucker, I 
received a bill for medical tests from a 
lab addressed to someone whose last 
name was ALMOST spelled like mine, 
but it started with an F.  I called to 
complain, and they were surprised to 
learn that my name actually began 
with a T.  

Coming soon:

delicious.com
RSS feeds
class blogging
wikis
podcasts
Tech Integration Round-up--What 
we are doing now! 
more!

(Email Amy ( adtucker@rsu16.org ) 
to suggest a topic!)

Hello!

I just wanted to introduce myself and 
tell you a little bit about me.  IÕm Amy 
Tucker, and IÕm one of the two 
Technology Integrators in RSU 16.  I 
have a desk in Elm Street  SchoolÕs 
computer lab this year, but I will also 
spend time at Whittier Middle School.  
(Gigi Lee will be at PCS and Minot.)  

Since this is a new position, it is still 
being defined, but primarily, I will be 
available to teachers to help with 
integrating technology into their 
classes.  This may include (but  is 
certainly not limited to) sharing 
resources, seeking out resources for 
teachers, providing professional 
development via workshops, small 
group activities, or one-on-one help, 
and team-teaching for extra technology 
support.  Though there are tentative 
plans for me to be at  ESS on Mondays 
a n d T u e s d a y s , B M W M S o n 
Wednesdays and Thursdays, and ESS 
on Fridays, at  least  to start, that is 
subject to change, depending on 
teachersÕ needs and requests.  

I am currently working on a M. Ed. 
degree in Instructional Technology at 
the University of Maine.  I recently 
completed a CAS in Middle Level 
Education.  IÕve taught Language Arts 
(reading, writing, and combined), Math 
(4th and 5th grade Investigations, 6th 
grade math, and 8th grade pre-algebra, 
and algebra), Social Studies (world 
history and world geography), German 
(as an exploration), and Technology 
(exploration with 8th graders).  IÕve 
presented workshops about  technology, 
literacy, and math at  local, regional, 
and state levels.  IÕm certified in K-8, 
Technology K-12, and German K-12 in 
the state of Maine.  I live in Wayne 

with my husband (of just over one 
year) and a nearly 20-pound cat.  I take 
dance and yoga classes.  IÕm a portrait 
photographer (no longer professional, 
though that may change).  I work 
occasionally on Sundays at  Best Buy in 
Augusta.  I lived in Salzburg, Austria 
twice, while I studied German.  IÕm a 
lifelong learner; IÕm beginning my 21st 
year at UMaine this fall. 

While working at  Winthrop Middle 
School, I was MLTI Teacher-Leader, 
and though I truly enjoyed working 
with teachers and technology, it  was 
difficult to spend enough time with 
teachers while teaching full-time.  I am 
hoping that, as a full-time integrator, I 
will be able to support  teachers more, 
which I also hope will help students to 
learn more.

I enjoy working with teachers, and I 
appreciate being able to visit classes. I 
learn something new from every 
opportunity I get to observe other 
teachers.  (I also am finding myself a 
little sad, without  students of my own, 
and I would love to visit classes and 
help out when I can.)

IÕve been told that there are some 
teachers in RSU 16 who use 
technology extensively in their classes, 
and that  there are some who use it  less 
frequently, but  very effectively.  IÕm 
looking forward to seeing the different 
ways people are integrating technology.  

To those teachers who have worked 
with technology, I hope that  you will 
share your lessons and activities with 
me and others in the district, and to 
t h o s e w h o h a v e h a d f e w e r 
opportunities to work with technology, 
please donÕt hesitate to ask me for 
support in whatever way will best help 
you.  

I c a n b e r e a c h e d b y e m a i l :  
adtucker@rsu.org, by my cell phone 
(which doesnÕt  work within the district, 
but does if IÕm almost  anywhere else!): 
944-0939, or at  Elm Street School or 
Bruce M. Whittier Middle School. 

Next Month:  
The Life & Times of Gigi Lee

Amy Tucker


