Hibiscus. Hawaii. By Amy Tucker

Technology Survey Feedback

AT the beginning of this school year,
Gigi and Amy asked principals to
forward a survey about technology
to teachers in all K-8 buildings

As of the time of writing, 45 staff
members from Minot, Mechanic
Falls, and Poland have completed
the survey. (If you have not yet
completed the survey, please do so
as soon as possible--it will help Gigi
Lee and Amy Tucker know where
they can be most helpful!)

In the survey, teachers were
asked how they preferred to learn

about using technology, their level of
familiarity with ISTE technology
standards and certain software and
applications, what resources make
up their personal learning networks,
helpful resources, barriers to using
technology, and examples of
teaching.

Many teachers reported using
technology in their classes. The
activities described included using
the web for research, playing videos
from United Streaming and YouTube,
photo editing, recording voice, mind-
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mapping with Kidspiration, word
processing, virtual field trips,
presentations, sharing resources with
students, and more!
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1tOs about making your
job easier!

Technology integration doesnOt mean
you have to add MORE to your
already heavy content load. Just use
the technology to help you teach what
you already teach!

There are some great, EASY
applications that can help you to share
your content with students or introduce
new related content.

Maybe youOve found some websites
that are great, but how can you keep
them organized? Try social
bookmarking.
Hitp://www.delicious.com _ allows you
to save, tag, share, and search
bookmarks on the web!

You arenOt the only one teaching what
you are teaching, so why do all the
work? Network with others who do
the same thing within the district or
around the world using Ning, Twitter,
Blogs, and more!

Amy Tucker and Gigi Lee are here to
help with all of these things and more.
Please donOt hesitate to ask for support
as you make your job easier! (Really!)

Please share!
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Technology Survey Information

Some of the barriers to using technology
that were mentioned most often in the survey
include preparation time, lack of knowledge
about how to use it, web filtering, limited
access to computers, compatibility issues,
internet access, and concerns about social
networking sites.
Gigi and Amy are available this year to help
with many of these issues. They can help teachers find appropriate resources,
help with preparation of lessons using technology, team-teach in your
classroom, help you set up an online class, and more.

WeOll share more information from the survey, as well as the resources
teachers provided, in future editions of this newsletter!

Personal Learning Network (PLN) and Moodle - Amy Tucker

Everyone has one. 1tOs not necessarily always defined well, and most of the time,
we donOt really think about it, but we all have people we learn from and people who
learn from us. My personal learning network consists of people from the various
schools where 1Ove worked, university professors and instructors whoOve taught classes
1Ove taken, presenters at workshops IOve attended, and classmates and fellow
workshop attendees. Some of my students are part of my PLN.

For a few years now, IOve been slowly adding more members to my network, from
Maine and around the world. IOve added people who teach in classrooms to those
who speak at national (international, even!) conferences. 10ve added authors and
researchers | never would have been able to meet.

It started when | found some great podcasts on iTunes. They are free, and there
are podcasts on any topic imaginable. | downloaded a few, including David
WarlickOs Connect Learning, and | began to learn things that other people | interacted
with regularly didnOt know and couldnOt teach me. At a conference, | added twitter,
and though it has taken a while to really OgetO it, I now OfollowO folks who are doing
similar things as | am, and 1Om learning a TON of new things all the time. Some of
these people also follow me, and itOs okay! Someone might find a great new resource
about alternative book reports and share with everyone. | might then forward that to
my twitter PLN, and all of the people who follow me learn about it. For the casual
user, twitter can seem pointless; who wants an update every 30 seconds about what
you are doing RIGHT NOW? But for networking, itOs been invaluable.

Educational bloggers are also a part of my PLN. They reflect on education,
whether their own classroom or national policy or just whatever. They promote
discussion and further reflection, and itOs great to have a chance to read about what
people are thinking about.

If you would like suggestions about podcasts, blogs, and tweeters, just ask! | have
a great network of people, and if | canOt find what you are looking for, my PLN will
help!

MOODLE

| have created a moodle site for RSU 16. IOve started putting resources on it, and
it will always be a work in progress. For those who are unfamiliar with moodle, itOs an
online course management system. 1Om not going to assign homework, but it is a
place to find resources, to ask or answer questions, and to share what you are doing
throughout the district.

You can find it at http://moodle.umeedu.maine.edu .  Your login information
should be your first initial and last name. NO CAPS, NO PUNCTUATION. You
should be enrolled in the RSU16 PLC course, and there, you will find resources for all
subjects, information about great tools, forums where you can discuss what you are
doing and ask questions, and much more. Feedback is welcome!

If you are having trouble logging in to moodle, contact me at

adtucker@rsul6.org .



Capturing student voices
just got a lot easier. Digital
storytelling made simple.

VOICETHREAD

One of my favorite technology
tools to use with students is
VoiceThread. | learned about it a
few years ago when it was pretty
new from a Connect Learning
podcast. When | looked it up, |
found an easy-to-use free tool, but
the example VoiceThread was what
made me sign up.

VoiceThread is an application
that you can find at http://
www.voicethread.com . 1tOs quite
simple, but very versatile. You can
upload pictures or video and record
or type comments. But that doesnOt
sound nearly as cool as VoiceThread
actually is. The sample project
includes several pictures, with
comments from the creator,
demonstrating various features. You
can add a picture that can be
zoomed in or OwrittenO on. You can
set the writing to be permanent or to
face after a few seconds. I1tOs a
great feature if you are describing
aspects of the picture, as you can
indicate what you are talking about.

Once the VoiceThread is saved,
others can also comment on pictures
and videos, which allows for
collaboration, and keeps a record of
the discussion. Those who are
nervous about speaking aloud can
comment by typing their remarks.

VoiceThreads can then be
played like a slideshow, with all
comments played in order, or
individual pictures and comments
can be selected.

VoiceThread also has an
educational version, which is also
free, but which allows for more
options that make it easier to use in
the classroom. You can have
multiple identities on one account, so
students can all use the same login
information; each student can select
an icon to represent him- or herself.

| encourage you to go to  http:/
www.voicethread.com_and check out
WhatOs a VoiceThread, Anyway?
" If you want to use VoiceThread
and youOd like help getting set up or
thinking of ideas, contact Amy at

ker@rsul6.org.

How can VoiceThread
be used in different
content areas?

Students could create VoiceThreads for
book reports, or they could write and
illustrate their own stories.

Using VoiceThread, students can
analyze and discuss photographs,
maps, and primary sources.

Students can share their own artwork
and critique othersO works. They can
analyze famous paintings or learn
about perspective and other
conventions.

Students can describe pictures and
practice speaking a foreign language.

Students can describe how to solve
problems or share conjectures about
open-ended problems.

Students can photograph and describe
science labs.

VoiceThread is flexible and allows
students to speak or type.

See moodle for more ideas, and add
your own!
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