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Staff Updates 
We have been unable to fill the open Ed Tech 3 position in the Learning Center.  We will try again this 
summer. 

Teaching and Learning 
During the week of March 15th, the total number of quarantined students and staff hit 95.  A total 
of 202 individual students and 32 individual staff members have been quarantined at some point this 
school year due to a COVID positive case in school.  52 students and 12 staff members have been 
quarantined more than one time.  So far, we do not have any confirmed cases of transmissions within 
the school, but with the high community transmission that surrounds us, it is not always clear where an 
individual contracted the virus.  

Our VL5 program has 25 students for the 4th quarter.  We have worked diligently with families and 
students who have not been successful in VL5 and have been able to get them back into school.  A few 
other families with significant medical concerns have been able to access vaccination and so have felt 
comfortable returning students to the classroom. 

We continue to revise and review our 5-day-a-week plan, whether for this year or next fall.  While no 
plan provides a guarantee of safety, we are finding ourselves weighing the risks of virus transmission 
versus student mental health and general well-being.  The latest data from the CDC for the last 30 days 
indicates that the rate of new cases for school staff or students is 30 per 10,000, about 25 percent lower 
than a new case rate of 41 per 10,000 for the general population.  

We have surveyed our 9th grade students for the past four years to try to understand what risk factors 
exist for them so we can better monitor their well-being.  For this year’s 9th grade, we are seeing some 
concerning trends.  In the chart below, you will note the differences in responses between last year’s 
9th grade (class of 2023) and this year’s (class of 2024). 

“Which of the following impact your 
ability to do your best work?” Spring 2024 Cohort Fall 2024 Cohort Fall 2023 Cohort

Self Esteem 36%↑ 29%↑ 20%

Sleep issues 45%↑ 34%↑ 29%

Depression 35%↑ 23%↑ 15%



The good news is that kids are NOT reporting increased substance abuse or family conflict.  We are 
grateful for that, but it also makes us draw the conclusion that the issues they are having are more 
specifically connected to school. 

Facilities & Safety 
We are beginning to look ahead to the fall and facilities issues that we need to deal with to make sure 
we are able to have a full 5-day-a-week program without too many problems.  A couple of room 
renovations, window repairs, and furniture ordering are some of the items on the list.  

Events/Activities 
Senior events have been announced to students and families.  Much of our thinking and decision 
making was influenced by the ever-present potential for quarantine and what impact that would have 
on student participation. 

● Graduation has been moved to Friday, June 4 at 6pm at the Auburn Airport.  This is as 
quarantine proof as possible, allowing those who are close contacts or in isolation to still attend 
in their vehicle. 

● Prom will be on the football field at the high school on Saturday, May 15th. 
● Senior class trip will be a one-day event, held locally, on Saturday, May 22nd. 
● The last day for seniors who have met all of their graduation requirements will be Friday,  

May 21st.  This has many seniors out of the building, and potentially subject to quarantine, 
more than 10 days before graduation.

Executive skills (ability to organize 
self)

33%↑ 29%↑ 20%


